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organization of supplies, wrought heavy losses among the invaders. Paskevich's strategy was severely criticized in Russia, where the Magyar cause, moreover, had many warm supporters. But temporary setbacks could not alter the issue of the uneven contest, which was a foregone conclusion. After several defeats of the Magyars Kossuth abdicated his powers as governor-president and fled to Turkey. Two days later (August 13, 1849, N.S.) the Hungarian army laid down its arms and threw itself on the mercy of Nicholas. The struggle was over. By the middle of September the Russian troops were withdrawn except for one division which remained somewhat longer in Transylvania. The Hungarian officers and men who had surrendered to Paskevich were handed over to the Austrian government. Thirteen generals were executed and 386 officers received prison sentences, a decision that shocked even Nicholas and was condemned by him as "purposeless cruelty/' Hungary's gallant struggle against the forces of reaction was followed with deep sympathy in France and England, but neither country came to her rescue. Louis Napoleon was too absorbed in consolidating his rule and too anxious to retain a free hand in dealing with Italy to intervene. Palmerston was even more reluctant to take action because, like Nicholas, although for different reasons, he considered a strong Austria an essential element in the balance of power. The aftermath of the gruesome Hungarian affair brought Russia and the western Powers to the brink of war. Some 3,600 Hungarian and 800 Polish refugees (among them Bern and General Henry Dembin-ski, another irreconcilable enemy of Russia) had fled to Turkey. Nicholas and Francis Joseph peremptorily demanded their surrender; but, although the request was justified by the existing treaties, the Porte, at the instigation of England and France, refused to comply (August 30,1849, N.S.). Diplomatic relations between the two imperial courts and Turkey were then suspended. Concern over the fate of the refugees so suddenly manifested by Louis Napoleon, and especially by Palmerston, who had looked complacently upon the destruction of the Hungarian national movement, was primarily due to the fact that they interpreted the Austro-Russian demand as an infringement of Turkish sovereignty and a step towards the subjugation of the Porte by the eastern Powers. On October 77 N.S., Palmerston directed Stratford Canning to assure Turkey of "the moral and, if necessary, the material support" of Great Britain and France. British public opinion, stirred to a feigh pitch by accounts of atrocities perpetrated